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Future: Elevating Black Voices in 

Oral Health Care
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Housekeeping
• We will keep all lines muted to avoid background noise.​

• We will send a copy of the slides and a link to the recording via email after the live program.

• We’ll also make the slides and recording available on carequest.org.

To receive CE Credits:

• Look for the evaluation form, which we’ll send via email within 24 hours.

• Complete the evaluation by Friday, March 1.

• Eligible participants will receive a certificate soon after via email.

We appreciate your feedback to help us improve future programs!

The CareQuest Institute for Oral Health is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. This presentation has  been planned and implemented in accordance 

with the standards of the ADA CERP.

*Full disclosures available upon request
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Question & Answer Logistics

• Feel free to enter your questions into 

the Question & Answer box throughout 

the presentations.

• We will turn to your questions 

and comments toward the end of the 

hour.
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Thank You!
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Learning Objectives

At the end of this webinar, you’ll be able to:

• Describe the challenges and barriers Black communities face in accessing 

oral health care.

• Apply strategies to enhance cultural humility and equity in any dental setting.

• Analyze historical events and data to identify potential improvements within 

public policy and oral health equity.
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Dr. Nicole Cheek

100th President, National Dental Association



In 1913, 29 dentists from DC, 

Maryland and Virginia met at the Bay 

Shore Hotel, an African American 

summer resort in Buckroe Beach, VA, 

and the “Tri-State Dental Society” was 

formed. This would be the precursor to 

the National Dental Association.

How It All Began …



During this same era, there was a 

proliferation of African American 

organizations across America.

Continuing On…



Leadership

Moving in the Right Direction…



Who are we today?



The National Dental Association 

promotes oral health equity among 

people of color by harnessing the 

collective power of its members, 

advocating for the needs of and 

mentoring dental students of color, 

and raising the profile of the 

profession in our communities.



• Leadership

• Service

• Life-long Learning

• Innovation & Family

The NDA is dedicated to:
• Representing the concerns of ethnic minorities in 

dentistry

• Increasing access and achieving equity in 

underserved communities

• Advocacy for equitable health care and improved 

health outcomes

Core Values



Leadership Development

Eddie G. Smith, Jr. Leadership Institute™

Named after Eddie G. Smith, Jr., DDS, FACD, FICD, the 

author of the first Constitution of the NDA, served as the 

first Speaker of the House of Delegates (1967-1970), and 

served as President of the NDA from 1972-1973.

Dr. Smith fervently believed:

• that the future of the NDA would be determined by the 

strength of its leaders

• that the duty and obligation of current leaders is to 

sufficiently train and mentor future leaders

• that the information, history, and knowledge must be 

preserved and passed on to the next generations



Community Service

Inter-Professional Programs

Health Equity Call to Action  (HECTA)



SNDA

NDHA

NDAA

ANDA

USNDA

NDAF

Student National Dental Association

National Dental Association Foundation

Undergraduate Student National Dental Association

National Dental Hygienists Association

National Dental Assistants Association

Auxiliary to the National Dental Association



Provide opportunities for minority oral health 

professionals to increase their knowledge base in 

health equity, provide mentorship for students, and 

help to raise the profile of the dental profession in 

the African American community.

2024 Annual Conference – July 25-28, Las Vegas



Moving Forward Together, 

Continuing Our Legacies …

Thank You
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Nicole Cheek, DDS
100th President, National Dental Association

General Dentist and Oral Health Speaker

drnicolecheek@gmail.com

mailto:drnicolecheek@gmail.com
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Eleanor Fleming, PhD, DDS, MPH
Assistant Dean for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Clinical Associate 

Professor University of Maryland School of Dentistry, Department of 

Dental Public Health Diplomate

American Board of Dental Public Health

efleming@umaryland.edu

mailto:efleming@umaryland.edu


21Journal of Dental Education - Wiley Online Library

Special Issue

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/19307837
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U.S. Dentist Demographics | American Dental Association (ada.org)

Workforce Data

https://www.ada.org/resources/research/health-policy-institute/us-dentist-demographics
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Health 
Outcomes
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Health 
Outcomes
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Caswell A Evans Jr., DDS, MPH
Professor Emeritus, Pediatric Dentistry, Prevention and Public Health

University of Illinois, Chicago College of Dentistry

casevans@uic.edu

mailto:casevans@uic.edu
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Jeanne Sinkford, DDS, PhD, DSc
Professor and Dean Emeritus, 

Howard University College of Dentistry

Senior Scholar Emeritus

American Dental Education Association

sinkfordjc@aol.com

mailto:sinkfordjc@aol.com


Question and Answer 
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To Explore More Industry-Leading Research

www.carequest.org/resource-library

https://www.carequest.org/education/resource-library
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Webinar Evaluation

Complete the evaluation by Friday, March 1 to receive 

CE credit​. You will receive a link to the survey within 24 

hours. 

Next Webinar:

Community and Population Health: 2023 APHA Oral Health 

Section Student Awardees on February 28 at 7 p.m. ET

And we invite you to take a minute to sign up for our 

newsletter to get more information on future webinars!
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Follow us on social media

Stay Connected

@CareQuestInstitute

@CareQuestInst

@CareQuestInstitute

CareQuest Institute
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